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for his sake. Madame du Deffands make's it her business to ammuse me but nothing pleases me so much as her conversation, in which there is wit, good sense & good-humour mix'd so equally mix'd that you can't say which predominates. The old Marechale de Luxemburg18 like's me very well, but Mr Conway much better, & indeed he rival's me with several others, particularly Madame de Mirepoix17, & the Princesse de Beauvau18, who are both you know very agreable, Madame de Beauvau has I think more eloquence in her conversation than I ever met with in any woman, but to be sure none of the ladies here have the least tincture of our miserable mauvaise honte, for which I envy them most exceedingly. Madame de Cambise is our intimate acquaintance, & we seldom pass a day without seeing her, she is uncommonly sensible & lively, & sing's sans d'epit, et sans legerete10 charmingly.
The Chevalier de Boufflers20 is my admiration, but doe's not take to me so much as I cou'd wish, but I intend to take some pains to bring it about, tho' I fear I shall not succeed; I am actually making a book of his bon mot's ; I'll tell you two which I hope you have not heard. One day eating some very tough mutton, somebody remark'd
prived by the Duke of (3-rafton of his     Beatrvau.
seat for  Thetford,   which he had        1Q In his letter of Nov. 7 Walpole
represented in the last two Parlia-     had asked, ' Has Madame de Gambia
merits ; he remained without a seat     sung to you Sans d&pit, sans ligSrete'?
until March 1775, when he was re-     Mmo du Deffand more than once
turned for Bury St. Edmunds in the     refers to Mme do Gambia as 'Celle
place of Hon. Augustus Hervey, who     qui chante si bien, satis d&pit, sans
succeeded to the Earldom of Bristol.      Ug&rete' (see Lettres de la Marquise du
16  Madeleine Ang^lique de Neuf-     Deffand d Horace Walpole, publie'es ville (1707-1786),  widow   (1764)  of     par   Mrs.   Paget   Toynbee,   vol. ii. Charles ]?ran9ois Fr6deric de Mont-     pp. 307, 821; vol. iii. p. 237). morency, Marechal-Duc de Luxem-        20 Stanislas (1737-1815), Marquis bourg.                                                 de Boufflers,  better known as the
17  See note 1 on Letter 137.                Chevalier de Boufflers, a celebrated
18  Marie Sylvie de Rohan-Chabot,      wit.   He was elected to the Academic wife (1764) of Charles Juste de Beau-     Francaise in 1788.
va\i-Craon   (1720-1793),  Prince   deOctober 1774 Conway had been de-  at Florence; Vols. xi-xii, supplement
